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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1. This action is in reply to tlie amendment filed on March 20, 2008. 

2. Claims 1, 13, 14, 15, 25, 27, 28, 29 and 39 have been amended. 

3. Claims 1-39 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The Information Disclosure Statements filed March 20, 2008 and April 8, 2008 have been 
considered. Initialed copies of the Form 1449 are enclosed herewith. The Examiner notes that 
Applicant has submitted 45 patent documents for review. Due to the large number of documents, 
the Examiner has made a cursory review of this collection and requests that the Applicant cite 
passages relevant to the examination of the filed claims. 

Requirement for Information Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.105 

5. Applicant and the assignee of this application are required under 37 CFR 1.105 to provide the 
following information that the examiner has determined is reasonably necessary to the 
examination of this application. 

6. The information is required to identify publications, the public sale or use embodying the 
disclosed subject matter of a method and system for automatically building virtual communities 
based on a primary interest of the members using templates. 

7. The Examiner upon conducting a search for prior art discovered a published document entitled: 
"SAP Customers Worldwide Exploit New Business Opportunities With Web-Based Real-Time 
Business Solutions". (Business Wire. New York: Dec. 8, 1998. pg. 1). 

8. The article discloses that "SAP delivers prepackaged Internet application components that 
include intuitive Web interfaces designed for casual users, Internet-specific business processes 
and easily customizable and extensible templates." (pg. 2; para. 4). Further, Dr. Peter Zencke of 
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SAP states, "we are now able to continually evolve and innovate Internet solutions that better 
enable our customers to build virtual communities across their value chains and within their 
organizations." (pg. 2; para. 5). The Examiner considers the building of virtual communities 
across a supply chain to constitute a form of an interest specific community. 

9. In response to this requirement, please provide any known publications, brochures, manuals and 
press releases that describe SAP's services and/or products that were the subject of the article. 
All materials submitted must be identified with a date that corresponds to the publication or use of 
the item. Please include any material that describes: 

• Using templates to build virtual communities 

10. Further, please provide the names and descriptions of any products or services that have 
incorporated the claimed subject matter, as of and subsequent to December 1998. 

11. In responding to those requirements that require copies of documents, where the document is a 
bound text or a single article over 50 pages, the requirement may be met by providing copies of 
those pages that provide the particular subject matter indicated in the requirement, or where such 
subject matter is not indicated, the subject matter found in applicant's disclosure. 

12. The fee and certification requirements of 37 CFR 1 .97 are waived for those documents submitted 
in reply to this requirement. This waiver extends only to those documents within the scope of this 
requirement under 37 CFR 1.105 that are included in the applicant's first complete 
communication responding to this requirement. Any supplemental replies subsequent to the first 
communication responding to this requirement and any information disclosures beyond the scope 
of this requirement under 37 CFR 1 .105 are subject to the fee and certification requirements of 37 
CFR 1.97. 

13. The applicant is reminded that the reply to this requirement must be made with candor and good 
faith under 37 CFR 1 .56. Where the applicant does not have or cannot readily obtain an item of 

required information, a statement that the item is unknown or cannot be readily obtained may be 
accepted as a complete reply to the requirement for that item. 



Application/Control Number: 10/655,783 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3629 

14. This requirement is an attachment of the enclosed Office action. A complete reply to the 
enclosed Office action must include a complete reply to this requirement. The time period for 
reply to this requirement coincides with the time period for reply to the enclosed Office action. 

Previous Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

15. The Applicant has amended claims 11, 13, 14, 25, 27, 28 and 39 to overcome the previously 
cited rejections. The Examiner thanks the Applicant and withdraws the previous rejections. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



17. Claims 1-6. 8-10. 15-20. 22-24. 30-34 and 36-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yahoo! (pages documented from the Internet Archive from December 17, 
2001 : http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1217201239/http://group.yahoo.com/; 

http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1217200856/help.yahoo.com/help/groups/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/20011202071303/help.yahoo.com/help/us/groups/groups-01.ht...; 
http://web.archive.org/web/20011202072641/help.yahoo.com/help/us/groups/groups-23.ht...; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 1127132338/dir.groups. yahoo.com/dir/Hobbies_Crafts/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 1 125123443/dir.groups. yahoo.com/dir/Hobbies_Crafts/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 1 1251 83404/grou ps.yahoo.com/group/pencil-sharpeners; 
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http://web.archive.Org/web/20011217203233/http://people.yahoo.com/) in view of Harvey et al. 
(US Pub. No. 2002/0059379, hereinafter referred to as "Harvey") in view of OnlineHobbyist.com 
("OnlineHobbyist.com" Austin American Statesman. Austin, Tex.: Sep. 11,2000. pg. E.I). 

18. Claims 1,15 and 29: Yahoo! discloses virtual community groups that are classified by interest 
where members can discuss "sports, health, current events, and more", (pg. 1). Yahoo! does not 
disclose using templates to automatically build its community of members, the templates 
depending on the primary interest having options associated therewith and viewable by members 
where the options are viewed after selection of the template. 

19. Harvey, however, discloses an Information and Application Distribution System that operates to 
distribute, initiate and allow interactions and communication within like-minded communities. 
(Abstract). A creator designates a community category. (P[0047]). Various standard community 
templates are presented. (P[0051]). Options for modifying are presented by the configuration 
editor. (P[0053]). The creator is presented with various options to modify a community look and 
feel through the use of pull down menus. (P[0055]). Links are created (P[0057]) and privacy level 
are designated (P[0059]). Through the designation of the community category, primary interests 
are classified into community types depending on the primary interests. 

20. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have included using a software tool to automatically build a group (community), as 
disclosed by Harvey in the system disclosed by Yahoo!, for the motivation of providing a means 
for members to "Start a new Group!" (Yahoo!, pg. 1) It is obvious that in order to start a new 
group, the new interest group site would need to be created. Harvey's tool provides the means 
by which a new group can be created through its automated web site generation capability. 
Harvey looks to overcome the difficulties of creating communities of interest for the neophyte 
computer user. (P[0006] and [001 1]) that allows user interaction within communities of users with 
similar interests. (P[0016]). 

21. OnlineHobbyist.com discloses that templates for building web sites of online communities are 
based on templates for different interests, (para. 2). 
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22. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have included templates based on interests, as disclosed by OnlineHobbyist.com, in the 
system of Yahoo! for the motivation of providing a means for members to "Start a new Group!" 
(Yahoo!, pg. 1) based on a specific interest. In starting a new group, it is inherent that some form 
of common interest is required. Templates that depend on a primary interest would facilitate the 
online group development. 

23. Claims 2-6, 8-10, 16-20, 22-24, 30-34 and 36-38: Yahoo! discloses groups according to various 
interests ("Business & Finance", "Hobbies & Crafts" - pg. 1 (examples of interest in ttie same 
activity)) where members can discuss current events {up-to-date channel type), "choose between 
individual emails, daily digests or no mail at all" (pg. 2- message types are defined by the 
community) and "connect with others who share the same interests and ideas" (pg. 3) using e- 
mail {asynchronous) and chat {synctironous) (pg. 2). The role of group moderator has 
responsibilities, including starting a group, (pg. 4). A list of interests in given on pg. 5. This is an 
exemplary list (i.e., catalog) of interests based on the activity of "Collecting", a subset of the 
classification of "Hobbies & Crafts". This structure provides for the main categorization 
("Hobbies & Crafts") to cross the various subcategories ("Collecting" and further through down to 
the list displayed on page 5). Pages 5 and 6 also disclose that access is provided by both linking 
to an interest within the list and to a group (i.e., existing community). 

24. Claims 7. 21 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yahoo! 
(pages documented from the Internet Archive from December 17, 2001: 
http://web.archive.Org/web/20011217201239/http://group.yahoo.com/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1217200856/help.yahoo.com/help/groups/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/20011202071303/help.yahoo.com/help/us/groups/groups-01.ht...; 
http://web.archive.org/web/20011202072641/help.yahoo.com/help/us/groups/groups-23.ht...; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 1127132338/dir.groups. yahoo.com/dir/Hobbies_Crafts/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 1 125123443/dir.groups. yahoo.com/dir/Hobbies_Crafts/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 1 1251 83404/grou ps.yahoo.com/group/pencil-sharpeners; 
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25. http://web.archive.Org/web/20011217203233/http://people.yahoo.com/) in view of Harvey et al. 
(US Pub. No. 2002/0059379, hereinafter referred to as "Harvey".) in view of OnlineHobbyist.com 
("OnlineHobbyist.com" Austin American Statesman. Austin, Tex.: Sep. 11, 2000. pg. E.I) in 
further view of Bernardo etal. (US Pat. No. 6,185,587, hereinafter referred to as "Bernardo".). 

26. Claims 7, 21 and 35: Yahoo! discloses community groups, but does not disclose creating, 
editing, deleting and organizing templates. 

27. Bernardo, however, discloses editing text, colors, graphics, as well as choosing the positioning 
(i.e., organization) of objects, creating and deleting objects. (C9; L61-66). The "Page Template" 
is edited in order to create new web pages. (CI 3; L24-25). 

28. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have included well known software application functionality such as the creating, editing, 
deleting and organizing of templates, as disclosed by Bernardo, in the system of Yahoo! for the 
motivation of customizing a community group when a moderator decides to start a new group. 
(Yahoo!; pg. 4). 



29. Claims 11. 13. 14. 25. 27. 28 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yahoo! (pages documented from the Internet Archive from December 17, 2001: 

http://web.archive.Org/web/20011217201239/http://group.yahoo.com/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 21 7200856/help.yahoo. com/help/groups/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/20011202071303/help.yahoo.com/help/us/groups/groups-01.ht...; 
http://web.archive.org/web/20011202072641/help.yahoo.com/help/us/groups/groups-23.ht...; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 1 127132338/dir.groups.yahoo.com/dir/Hobbies_Crafts/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 1 125123443/dir.groups.yahoo.com/dir/Hobbies_Crafts/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 1 1251 83404/grou ps.yahoo.com/group/pencil-sharpeners; 
http://web.archive.Org/web/20011217203233/http://people.yahoo.com/) in view of Harvey et al. 
(US Pub. No. 2002/0059379, hereinafter referred to as "Harvey") in view of OnlineHobbyist.com 
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("OnlineHobbyist.com" Austin American Statesman. Austin, Tex.: Sep. 11, 2000. pg. E.I) in 
further view of Newbold (US Pub. No. 2002/0087600). 

30. Claims 11, 25 and 39: Yahoo! discloses a "People Search" function (pg.1 and 9). Yahoo! does 
not disclose identifying at least one person having a primary interest. 

31. Newbold, however, discloses profiling a user based on their activity (P[0011]); maintaining a 
person's interest and sl<ills profile which is part of a 'people finder system' that can be used to 
locate expertise and assist in creating work teams (i.e., communities). (P[0013]). 

32. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have included identifying people by interest, as disclosed by Newbold, in the system of Yahoo! 
for the motivation of automatically and dynamically identifying people as being experts in various 
topics or content and making this information known to others. (Newbold; P[0008]). 

33. Claim 13-14 and 27-28: Yahoo! discloses a "People Search" function (pg.1 and 9) and the ability 
to view of list of current group members and member profiles, (pg. 2). Yahoo! does not disclose 
notifying the at least one person that the person has the primary interest or notifying members 
about an updated list identifying the at least one person having the primary interest. 

34. Harvey discloses activating an invite function to send personal invitations. (P[0066]). The 
invitation may describe aspects of the community of specific interest to an invited user. (P[0070]). 
Mailing lists are used to distribute email to all currently subscribed members of the list (P[0105]), 
thus as new members are added to the list through accepted invitations, the list is inherently 
updated and identifies all members, including the new one. 

35. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have included notifying potential members and current members, as disclosed by Harvey, in 
the system of Yahoo! for the motivation of increasing membership in virtual communities by 
encouraging interested users to join. If members have a high interest level, they will have more 
relevant contributions which will increase the perception of the community as a source for 
valuable information. The mailing list of members obviously facilitates the distribution of email. 
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36. Claims 12 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yahoo! 
(pages documented from the Internet Archive from December 17, 2001: 
http://web.archive.Org/web/20011217201239/http://group.yahoo.com/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 21 7200856/help.yahoo. com/help/groups/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 120207 1303/help. yahoo.com/help/us/groups/groups-01.ht...; 
http://web.archive.org/web/20011202072641/help.yahoo.com/help/us/groups/groups-23.ht...; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 1 127132338/dir.groups.yahoo.com/dir/Hobbies_Crafts/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 1 125123443/dir.groups.yahoo.com/dir/Hobbies_Crafts/; 
http://web.archive.org/web/2001 1 1 1251 83404/grou ps.yahoo.com/group/pencil-sharpeners; 
http://web.archive.Org/web/20011217203233/http://people.yahoo.com/) in view of Harvey et al. 
(US Pub. No. 2002/0059379, hereinafter referred to as "Harvey") in view of OnlineHobbyist.com 
("OnlineHobbyist.com" Austin American Statesman. Austin, Tex.: Sep. 11, 2000. pg. E.1) in view 
of Newbold (US Pub. No. 2002/0087600) in further view of Herz et al. (US Pat. No. 5,754,939 
hereafter referred to as "Herz"). 

37. Claims 12 and 26: Yahoo! discloses a "People Search" function (pg.1 and 9) and the ability to 
view of list of current group members and member profiles, (pg. 2). Yahoo! does not disclose 
querying to find people to update a list of members. 

38. Herz, however, discloses that users typically discover virtual communities of interest by word of 
mouth or examining long lists. (C73; L8-11) and offers a remedy by automatically locating groups 
of people with common interests to form virtual communities where an agent seeks out users 
based on interests, creates mailing lists and introduces them to each other. (C73; L38-47). Herz 
discloses "grouping together users who have similar interests of any sort, not merely Individuals 
who have already written or received messages about similar topics" (C75; L 18-21); sending e- 
mails to potential new members that informs the user of the existence and the common interests 
of the virtual community (C76; LI 9-36); and establishing "a mailing list so that any member of the 
virtual community may distribute e-mail to all other members." (C77; L36-38). 



Application/Control Number: 10/655,783 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3629 

39. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have included updating lists of members, as disclosed by Herz, in the system of Yahoo! for the 
motivation of increasing membership in virtual communities by encouraging interested users to 
join. If members have a high interest level, they will have more relevant contributions which will 
increase the perception of the community as a source for valuable information. 

Response to Arguments 

40. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 15 and 29 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection 

41. It is unclear what Applicant's argument is with respect to claim 1 when stating that the Office 
Action has not identified any predictability or reasonable expectation of success of the 
modification of the reference Yahoo! with Bernardo. The Applicant has merely made a general 
statement without providing any rationale for why the Applicant thinks that the combination of the 
references would not produce predictable results or have a reasonable expectation of success. 
In consideration of the motivation to combine the references, as cited above and in the first Office 
Action, the Examiner considered the expectation of success, as both references are directed to 
virtual communities, and thus disagrees with Applicant's statement that the Office Action failed to 
clearly articulate a reason why Yahoo! and Bernardo would render the claimed combination 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
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of this final action and tlie advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Gabrielle McCormick whose telephone number is (571)270-1828. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Thursday (5:30 - 4:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, John 
Weiss can be reached on 571-272-6812. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

/G. M./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3629 
/John G. Weiss/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3629 



